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Summary

In most developed countries, the majority of new and existing cases of
hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection occur among people who inject drugs
(PWID). Key objectives of this project are: 1) to evaluate the impact of HCV
infection on mortality and reduction in life expectancy; 2) To assess barriers
and willingness to receive HCV treatment among PWID; 3) To assess factors
associated with HCV assessment and treatment among PWID; 4) To
evaluate the impact of treatment for HCV infection on depression and
mental health parameters. Compared to the general population, people
with HCV infection have higher rates of mortality and considerable
reduction in life expectancy. Among people with HCV infection, major
causes of death have shifted from drug- to liver-related causes, attributed
to suboptimal HCV treatment uptake and the aging cohort effect. Despite
the safety of antiviral therapy for PWID and high willingness to receive HCV
treatment, clinical and demographic characteristics remain as barriers to
HCV assessment and treatment uptake among PWID. In order to lower the
future disease burden of HCV, strategies should be focused on educating
patients and providers about HCV and HCV treatment and developing
culturally appropriate care services that are adapted for the needs of PWID
and other marginalised populations.
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