Centre for
Research Excellence
V into Injecting Drug Use

Name

Danielle Horyniak

Title

Understanding injecting drug use in contemporary Australian settings

Supervisors

Prof. Paul Dietze, Prof. Louisa Degenhardt, Dr. Peter Higgs

Summary

My PhD aimed to generate comprehensive information about patterns of
drug use and associated risk behaviours among PWID who are active in
contemporary Australian settings, including understudied populations such
as younger PWID, out-of-treatment PWID and PWID from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds.

The major component of my PhD involved analysis of data from the
Melbourne Injecting drug user Cohort Study (MIX). To-date | have published
three manuscripts using MIX data; the first describes the cohort
characteristics and retention at 12-months followup, the second is a letter
describing cases within MIX who are of East African ethnicity, and the third
examined injecting initiation experiences across differing drug market
periods. A fourth manuscript examining patterns of illicit pharmaceutical
opioid use among the cohort is currently under review at Substance Use &
Misuse.

| have also used data from the Australian lllicit Drug Reporting System
(IDRS) to explore age-related differences in patterns of injecting-risk
behaviour (Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 2013) and crime-related risk
behaviour (Journal of Substance Use, 2014).

| have also conducted a qualitative study exploring attitudes to and
experiences of injecting drug use among 18 marginalised young African
migrants (funding provided through CREIDU). A manuscript from this study
examining exposure and attitudes toward injecting drug use has been
accepted for publication in the Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse. Two
further manuscripts from this study examining patterns of alcohol
consumption, and the relationship between alcohol and interactions with
police are currently in preparation.
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