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For anyone who missed the memo:
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North Richmond drtEinjecting room
opens
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Melbourne's first safe injecting room, clean,
sterile and 'will save lives'

By state political reporter Stephanie Anderson
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VICTORIA'S first controversial safe injecting room has opened

— with little fanfare.
yringes found in car park

The North Richmond centre unlocked its doors from 9gam to 5pm yesterday

with staff declaring the first day a “success”.
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North Richmond safe injecting centre opens after mass
overdose deaths

IN A small, inner-city suburb of Melbourne, drug use is rampant and flagrant. But the solution has caused division
among locals.
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Up to three overdoses a day at the
new Richmond injecting room

Genevieve Alison and Tom Minear, Herald Sun

July 52018 9:00pin ® @
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THE lives of several heroin users have been saved at
Melbourne’s controversial new safe injecting room, where
there have been 12 overdoses in the five days since it opened.



From woe to go in seven months

2018-06-29 11:23:13




Inside the temporary facility
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In our first 63 days of operation:

* 3000 visits
*140 overdoses responded to

*Some days more than 200 visits
*Clients seeking treatment and
referrals to other services




Client feedback

Please leave your comments and
suggestions here
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What we’ve learnt already

 Cost of non-fatal overdoses

* Reasons people choose to use MSIR

* Importance of relationships

* Teachable opportunities during the injecting process

* Changing staff mindsets re: medical responses to OD

* Changing client mindsets re: OD and voluntary naloxone

doses
 Similarities with Sydney ‘*& £ *



Key messages

* MSIRs save lives
* Pre-plan- you never know when the will of the political gods will align........
* Don’t reinvent the wheel- use what others have done already

BUT
* |Injecting rooms are only one part of the puzzle

* Need a range of approaches including:
» Saturation of Naloxone in community

»Naloxone training and prescription to people who inject drugs, their

family and carers, community workers anoﬁ ......
»Increase funding for treatment options KEEP
» Easier access to pharmacotherapy CALM

AND

»Removal stigma and discrimination CARRY
NALOXONE




QUESTIONS?




